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rath Macedonbas | Flew on 1o
Fﬁwttzurlﬂnd for my- Alpine ibex

harnt. | was met at the Zurich
Adrport by Mathats Ambord, my
English-apeaking Swisd guide who
wits working forbergio. Al the hotel
in Sk Maurice on the Rhane River
we mat Philippe Duboig; the Jocal
Garde dela ChHasse, swho would
accimprany s o the miounains.

It Mathals the puest n'|-|_11'|1||1'_|£'I
Philippo was-on tme, and we loaded
our gear [nto his new Tovota Land
Crudiger, drove down the Bhdine
River valley to the smindl towo ol
Vouvry, crossed the river and began
o ascrrt frkie Hhe ot bnes:

Wi continued our drive up and
through the small hamlet of Tanay
wnti] tse-road finally ended at o high,
stone Alpine hunting hut adoened
with a Swiss flag: The day was clear
Ll prond was sopping wel amd tHhe
grins and rocks over which we mow
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ascended wone very sliippary

We came -t a saddie of two ridgea.
We dropped over this lip inlo a big
boww| thad wens al the top'of o valley: In
the Bue dHstance, | conld see the blue
watiers Of Lakic Ceniva. Far below us
was a small lake and on s shores a
lonvg stone cowshed and adjoining
farrn buiicknpg.:

Phrillipge stoppisd within S0 varedy to
glasy zomy ibedes he spotied on the
siopes far below us. Hissel up his
Swarovski spotting soope and alter i
pinpointed & couple of 'males, T cotild
alar s them i my Leicn Boociilar,
e kepe =ieings mone animals and now
as the Hgeht comtined 't improve, we
counbied 14 mules and quite a large
nimber of femabes and voung, He
Bl e ik o e wiouals] Bevd b b
af bt eigeht vitars ofd For os to beable
toy comsadier shooting him,

After another Balt houe stodving the
ibexes, Philippe turned (o me and

sugeestind that we shonld return to
Saint Maurice and pick up what we
st meed B spenid e night ot one
of the humting huts o' different valley
So Philippe led the wiay back.

As we re-crossed | the saddle,
hawever, e stopped briefly, and said
thiat s Borvgs st seime b we mmighi
an well check out the top of the bowl
and the ridees and vialleys that fell off
i the other sdeof

S0 up wie trodged. Tt wis still o bong
winy, 1o the Jop. Philippe’ stopped ard
?'3|.'1h.-54.'|:| all |||"|:;|1|:|1|.i this i'lll,'.'lk.‘: and I.':l_-
nidges thal conboeciod 1o 4 syocession of
othisr vallows As e alossed, he saw-a
set 0f ibex boms jutting aul above a
iy ke

Philippe studied the horna for a
coupke of mikbes and then said we
nevded to gt o Bether [pok. Wo walkid
uritil Wit neachid the onest of the ridie,
and he glassed arain. Aller a shor
prriod the ibex got up and tormed



around 'to e down again, Both
Ihilipyie and Matha s said It was a
gisesdd trophy with wltll.-e'.purdd I1|1r|?r|-
and yood b,

Thilippse aded whiether | wak inter.
wsbid Il uddged it b bee 75-76 om bong,
arscl sl ko nlm s Gl 1 thiy l
about it and docided o eyt bag th
| T .

MO, Ihilippe sald, Let's hive
Treak; et something to et and then

sinlk him W Bad an warly lunch

with o Foot in Switzerland and oni
in Franee! The ibéx whi in
wiliasthancd,

Advier wie Tindshed ) owie devised a
ket M,nl.lmi.u wonld po Back
diwn the path wae hiad asceneed in the
herpet that the ibex: wondd Tocus an
hir, Philippe and 1 wioild elimb up
tveared e e vmckir e crest of the
bl o] e e within sboug 4050
Ik

Phillppe wamted b pet s clise as
prwiaible. 111 weere b put o kil shot
in the ibex and he jomped or rolled
backwarda he wotchd plurge S
meters down the shier, face tvlllmt
b, TF b flamipexd o rolled Forward b
wionild: protably. rall dawn the jieep
sy slope,

Wie hoperd $ gt Close enough thit
when het spotted s he would get up
and pake alcouphe of ateps forward.
This:would lessen the chance he
wondld ol Backward off the chiff. So
we stalkedicautiously uphill

We came into thy open about 40
nietent downhill. The ey [umped up,
took: a fesw steps forward and formed
ko Eocaround the side of ‘the rock
vutcropyping bedingd him and into the
s peschos Ehere | ghiod qquickly off-
b, myy) fiit shot batting hien in. the
shouldier; the sivond farther back, Bat
ni conbrroed fomwand

ot ,1|..';,¢'|!|rI!" 3-'|'|.'||i|'|-g:lt' FI.'LIE"I.[. Hait
o all | b was o Tisas bialls-eye
The ibox absorbed this last shot, ook a
couple mone steps and disappeared. It
isrbosct Tebor o fedl el i thie pockis: |
walked upand inda thee nodks aod saw
him whene he fell after my third shot
Mathals jolie i us, and weashook
buands all fround wnd took picturess.

Onour way diwn, westopped al
the hunting hut. A Swiss huniress
wir B meEl on our drive U W
valhey' in the moming had’ baggod
her Jemale fbex and -she and her
friemds had jost sat down o a three-
course hunters They
inwvibed ws §o o them

S0 wefeasted. on appetizers, lamb,
beed, chimises, bread oo o ke shae
had baked, We washed it all down
we ity fowse different kKinds of local Swiss

lurichedin

oy
chaier 1o outalh and take that Bex, |

Rhdne whnes, Fallwed hj‘ ﬁ.‘!mnpph

s eniffiss, O Juncheon wing ACeCn-

prrted by the ublgquitud ringing of

Swiss cowbulls: Eyen thengch | ol

'E s wlnyelis cenw, e Juills wens alive
with the sound of musle
Th toxt day dawned grav and
Mmﬂ%ﬂy et ik il speinkling and
raining, | had made the right

thought as w drove in thie pow-heavy

Lm0 e Zlrich Adrport,

Afver a shoet nlgsht at this otel at the
arport, 1 amrived in Slovenia, whieee §
wan met by Dragan Mato#l |, my
Croatian hunting guide who s
wecirkad with Sergio foF pany yiars.
Drrigan spraks very good Engliah and
wie Had ' Em'-d' discussinn about
Shoveidan alpine hunting on our hour-
bonyr clrree 1o quaint and comioriabi
mamniull Bwotie] i b Slerondai Adpad

My local Slovenian guide, Tikler
Jaue, arrived for! By evining lunt,
clossend in the traditional alpioe nint-
ing clothing worn by most of the
Avstrian and Swine hunting guides,
W' departed in his Land Rover and
drove wp oo the Alpe.

Thie wizathier wiis gray' amd Fuaericd
Bt fhe dftemoon rain and hail had
abated and wi hiked into anares
whns, irvabont 15 minutes Tisker spot-
bl i chamodd froim a spot on a nagrow
brail. Thie charmots was below us ingd
aborid a guarter of aomihe oy,

Satlafied that the chameis was i
shpcitabde one, THber told Diragan we
wintld stalk to o different spot within g
reaspmable shooting distance, We
maneuyered for about 15 o 20
minLes g new spot from’ whens wie
pronnd down 1oty and again ocabe
T, Wi searched I vain, Mow an the
eapidly tading evening Light. Tisler
siided we wisnld have fo retreat and iy
aEnin in the moming;

S0 back: o our hotel we wenl,
Pragan and 1 had a L sopper In the
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Bleje: In wiehy dim gray lpht we hl'lw:l.'

o thee e e whwens wie o spottd
this chismis. Wt‘- Mospied B0 ade bim
apabn, bt bt was mevwhiene o Ine fowmd
Adber'n fow mare mimitet of search.
i Tialer trned around and we
returned b the spot l.-.'hrrr- W el
- e had o e any chameds
mmkﬂtfﬂm ditferent ares,
A stdep mountain wall al o fevt

courved ansind to o rjghl arel thuon!

ran ol of sight l-1.1‘.-‘l1||1.hT away, Tifdor
svmrchend thiy pickpes dny tront o] uk arul
spotted o chamois = a malp he sald,

Diragin alsix saw 41, buk | could not
Aot it Tisler sk we bk to et clésar

fy bk o i sl ofl downwand on s
yery narrow and stoep il

Paosim and domen wie sient, The ml
down enided at the base of the tigh
clift and’ i metrios, of grassy ricgos fiell
off froe the cliff baso, Tler clanbenid
L the shope ihove our tratl jind agiln
looked. He spotted the ¢hammiois on a
Ficdger ien Lo of ws feeding in the moecke
and maoving inand out-of the brush. |
Fnally wis able to find hivin my
bnocular, and s range fnder indi-
cated he was T80 yards away,

A 1 peersd: through the -.Lth'.l'm.'
seope on Tisher's i x 74 Manser |
condd mot fined the chameis in 1f, 1He
hadd disappeared belind somi brush,
Flnally ;nrl by donwn: besids me and
piat the seope on e chameis, which
had moved back Inio view, so.0 was
ke 8o fnd AL,

It was a bong sbot, and atter same
more whisperod discuisions, we
agrevd [ ahould place the tp of the
reticle just abose the chamnis's spli,
Crragan foldd me thar Chnmiots wiss oy
61 meters away, =0 L worked to gl
the correct alzht pheture and slowly
squevzed off o shob. 1did not have.a
good grip on the dile and the scope

grmlindsd oh pyga 1240
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Quest for Ullmann Award

confinues fim page 29

punched back in my eye, ‘momentarily
my contact lens |1 cnuldn’t
:ﬂum;-mu'ughu{ﬂnﬁmﬂrd | el it

Cragan said <hual again but as |
couldnt see. [ told Fan o <hoot He
fired two ore shols. The chamois s&ill
it move, s | Ansd a fourth. SElnie
movemenl. But Tisler sl 0 Dragan
l'lr,-“'.'-_hli!f'l.'i-r.ﬂ.n-'-l}' Eit:

We started off on a new ridge,
which pamdieiod the ridge whene the
chamoss was. We had not gone 50
vanks when Dragan told me thi: dope
was oo sheep, grassy and wet and
thass much oo dangemoes for him and
for met 10 continue on 1o tey and
ocover this chamais. Tisler and Zan,
however, continued on and 20
miniites Iater we heard & shot and
after another 20-30 minules they
retuerned with e chameoes.

It wias & very good chatmiors.

As Tﬁs.-r and Zan hod approached
thae chamais it hiead was dowm, but e
firesd 3 last shot b0 make sure. He samd
they found four bullet holés in the
chamens plus the last, fifth, shot. My
first chot had broken ils spine above
its stomach, which was why it could
not move. | was one animal sivay
fooom thes 32 necessary o achicve e
Foeurth Echelon. | had two mone honks
scheduded e 2008 and felt confident [
conld connect on oneof thism.

But European hunts are not <o
simple as | again dscovered in
Ociober. Two weeks of hunting
Europeean browwn bear near Viologida,
more than 10O miles northeast of
Moscow and then nesr Kiroy, 1.200
e st of Mosoow, produccd ondy
o bear sihting and one shol, i very
o light. which | missed. In the fll of
2007, 1 also hunted boar near Pskoy

00 miles northwest of Moscow
withou! ever seeing a bear. The
Russian bears wire chdimg me [t was
this to be a Ewropean kabr an
Dyvormiber or notiing mone in 2008

Sooon December 21 flew b Vienna
whisre Klemens Bugelnig of Hunting
in Awstril, Meessnbach, picked me up
al the Vierma Alrport on-a cold, gray
Drecember mormmg end deove me in
rain o the Sports  Htel,
Cohmeebernglnof in Puchbene, Austria,
rear the Musenbadh hunting area

At the hotel, | chamged mio hunting
clothes and taking Khomems' advice |
put my 375 H&H barrel on my Blases
B-93. Klemens had told me that he
consslered the tahr extnemely tough

anek that the 375 would, in his ogin-
iom, bt bettor than thie Troom, bareed that
I had also brought.

At 2 pien Bert Holdeder, my guide
and FH, picked me up-at the hosel and
wr drove o the hunting anca, We got
up in a hgh seak which locked down
and acmiss a stinply shoped feld. We
stived in the high seat until dark, but
o tahrappeined befone dark.

The next morning we drove 1o a
different high seat. Thi= seat over-
looked a larger Geld than the one of

the prior evening. Because the field
slopend 50 stewply. diwn gt oF sight,
tts far edge was not visible, Affer
aboot an hour, Bert said he had heard
a branch snap over the crest of the
fiekd. Wi waited a few more minutes
and still seving nothing Bert said he

¢ we should investigate:

With miy nifle at thereaddy we slowly
walkied along the western edge of thie
tield. As the Iower slope came into our
VIEWw, we saw an animal across frow
= Akt eastern edge of the fidd, The
light was not good enough for ne to
immediatelv identify ik

"5 tithe!” Bert said, “Shoat!”

Thee animl was walking away fom
us about 75 vards away, [ found it in
my Swaroveki scope and put my
ernshairs o its back, s it was below
us, and shot, It stopped at my shot,

‘but didn't fall down. I shot again and

this time it went down. He was an
excellent okd ball tahe When e was
scored a couple of months later he
qualified as the new number two
Febriopuant kb ix this SCT Revomd Book
for European animils

I was elated. Il had been a good
hiend atd we lucked put with the
weather | had my 3Ind European
animal. Upon our return to the
Schneeberghol, 1 called Norbert
Ul whe congratulated mwe and
told me | was the first American to
complete the Fourth Echelon of the
Lhwaney Avwand

My quest was over. During the
conirse of 2008, | hunted insix European
countries and spent more thin six
weks hunhng in the mountens of fuve
of those courvtrins. It's nob sy fo unt
the 32 Enropean animals mecessary 6o
achieyve this award § started hunting in
Eurppee 16k yoars ago, and my quest
book mee to 1T couniries. The award was
designed 10 encourage hunting in
Europe and, in my opindon, it has
acenmiplished its goal, | enjeyed all of
my European hunts, the places I saw,
the different people I met and the
sccommodations | had, The whalk
sporienoe was escting! | wish | could
dio it all ivver again.



